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There were 15 avalanche fatalities in the western United States in January, 2016, the deadliest January in over 20
years. Five of the fatalities were snowmobilers, one was a snowbiker, six were skiers, two were snowboarders
and one was a climber. Avalanches are an equal opportunity killer and do not discriminate. To avoid becoming a
statistic follow three simple rules of backcountry travel and learn to manage terrain and snowpack carefully.
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